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Rab b i He rtz: A Vis ionary And 'Com m unity Cons cie nce '

DAVID SACHS

EditorialAss istant

R

ich ard C. He rtz,b e love d

rab b i ofTe m ple Be th El

for 46 ye ars ,die d

Saturday from com plica-

VKQPU�QH�C�UVTQMG�JG�UWàGTGF�PGCTN[

tw o ye ars e arlie r.

In h is 29 ye ars as s e nior rab b i and

17 ye ars as rab b i e m e ritus ,Rab b i He rtz

le fth is m ark on th e te m ple and th e

e ntire com m unity. A fre que nt

s poke s m an for th e Je w is h com m unity

in th e m e dia,h e w as in th e vanguard of

inte rfaith re lations and h um an righ ts .

He w as also a te ach e r ofre ligion and

Je w is h s tudie s atth e Unive rs ity of

De troitM e rcy for ne arly th re e de cade s .

His m os tstriking accom plis h m e nt

m ay h ave b e e n ove rs e e ing th e b u ilding

ofth e curre ntTe m ple Be th Elat

Te le graph and 14 M ile roads in

%NQQO ÕGNF�6QY PUJKR��6JG�UCPEVWCT[�

b righ tand spacious w ith a h igh ,te nt-

Im age Te xt



Back to Top





like ce iling,w as de s igne d b y arch ite ct

M inoru Yam asaki and de dicate d in

1972,w h e n th e te m ple m ove d from its

b u ilding in De troitatW oodw ard and

Gladstone .

"Te m ple Be th Elw as th e te m ple h e

b u iltand th at's w h e re h is h e artis ," said

h is w ife ,Re nda He rtz.

Said Be th ElSe nior Rab b i Danie lB.

Sym e ,"Rab b i He rtz's vis ion and de te r-

m ination gave us one th e gre ate s tsanc-

tuarie s in th e w orld."

Rab b i Sym e spoke atRab b i He rtz'

fune ralTue s day,appropriate ly in th at-

s anctuary,along w ith Be th ElRab b i

David Cas tiglione and Rab b i Sh e ldon

Zim m e rm an,pre s ide ntofHe b re w

U nion Colle ge in Cincinnati.

Said Rab b i Sym e ,"In th e Torah ,

God said to M ose s ,'Build M e a sanc-

tuary s o th atI m ay dw e llam ong th e e .'

Ve ry fe w pe ople h ave h e ard th atcom -

m and as an im pe rative . Rab b i Rich ard

He rtzw as such a m an. And th e re fore

JQY �ÕVVKPI �KV�KU�VQFC[�VJCV�Y G�I CVJGT�KP

th is sanctuary,th is te m ple ,th atw as h is

I TGCVGUV�FTGCO ��CPF�QPG�QH�JKU�ÕPGUV

living le gacie s to future ge ne rations ."

Rab b i He rtz w as ins trum e ntalin th e

planning and fund-rais ing for th e ne w

b u ilding,m e e ting s e ve raltim e s a w e e k

for ne arly tw o ye ars on th e proje ct,s aid

th e n-te m ple pre s ide ntRob e rt

Canvass e r. M rs . He rtz re calls th atth e

m ortgage for th e ne w b uilding w as

b urne d atth e rab b i's re tire m e ntce re -

7/9

1999
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s ince 1970. "He taugh tth e Holocaust,

m ony in 1982. To h ave th e b u ilding

introduction to Judaism ,b ib licalstud-

paid for w h e n h e s te ppe d dow n "w as Back to Top
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ie s and m ode rn Je w is h -Europe an h isto-

ve ry im portantto h im ," s h e said.

ry," s aid Gloria Alb re ch t,ch air ofth e

Said Rab b i Zim m e rm an,"Th is

unive rs ity's re ligious studie s de part-

place re pre s e nts partofth e vis ion ofh is

m e nt. "He w as qu ite a w e ll-rounde d

dre am s : a pulling toge th e r ofth e ae s-

s ch olar."

th e tic and re ligious,th e spiritualand

W h e n h e re tire d from Be th Elas

th e artistic. He love d b e ing a rab b i and

3>

s e nior rab b i in 1982,an e ndow e d ch air

h e love d th is place .

in Je w is h s tudie s w as e stab lis h e d in

To Rab b i He rtz,b e ing a rab b i

Rab b i He rtz's h onor atth e unive rs ity.

m e antcaring for h is congre gants and

Rab b i He rtz w as a ve ry e arly

for th e com m unity atlarge . He w as

know n atth e te m ple for h is dignity

and e loque nce ,s pe aking outagains t

injustice w h e re ve r itoccurre d. He

s h are d h is le ade rs h ip w ith doze ns of

civic and ch aritab le organizations,

s pre ading th e w ord ofre ligious

unde rstanding and raciale quality.

"He h ad an innate dignity,w h ich

TGÖGEVGF�JKU�JKI J�UVCPFCTF�QH�O QTCN�

ity and h is love ofh is pe ople ," s aid

Rab b i Irw in S. Grone r of

Congre gation Sh aare y Ze de k. "He

w as th e voice ofconscie nce ofour

com m unity on b e h alfofpe ople of

allrace s,re ligions and cre e ds ."

Rab b i Sym e said,"In civilrigh ts ,

or inte rre ligious coope ration,th e

b u ilding ofth e state ofIsrae l,e ve ry-

one in th is com m unity kne w th e

nam e ofRab b i Rich ard He rtz."

Rab b i He rtz w as ofte n a

s poke s m an for th e Je w is h com m u-

nity in th e localm e dia and on th e

Voice ofAm e rica and CNN. He

Rab b i Rich ard C. He rtz Back to Top
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h oste d a localte le vis ion program

s poke s m an for th e caus e ofSovie t

calle d O pe n Doors for m any ye ars and

Je w ry. As Rab b i Zim m e rm an re late d,

appe are d on ABC radio's M e s s age of

"Itw as h is voice ,in 1959,b e fore itw as

Is rae l. He also w rote Torah com m e n-

`in'to talk ab outSovie tJe w ry. Th e trip

tarie s and an occas ionalb ook re vie w

th ath e w as s e nton b y Pre s ide nt

ove r th e ye ars for th e Je w is h Ne w s .

Eis e nh ow e r th atb e gan to aw ake n th e

Rich ard He rtzw as b orn in 1916 in

qu ie t,nas ce ntvoice s ofth e Sovie t

St. Paul,M inn.,and w as ordaine d a

re form rab b i in 1942 atHe b re w Union Je w is h com m unity. Itw as h is voice

th at

ÕTUV�I CXG�XQKEG�VQ�VJGKT�EQPEGTPU�CPF

Colle ge . He e arne d a Ph .D. in re ligious

th e ir fe ars and th e ir anxie tie s and th e ir

e ducation from North w e s te rn

ne e ds . "

U nive rs ity in 1948. Afte r s e rving 11

áP�������4CDDK�+ GTV\�Y CU�VJG�ÕTUV

ye ars attw o congre gations in Ch icago,

rab b i to b e re ce ive d in a private audi-

h e b e cam e s e nior rab b i atBe th Elin

e nce b y Pope PaulVI. In 1974,unde r

1953,s ucce e ding Rab b i B. Be ne dict

aus pice s ofth e Am e rican Je w is h

Glaze r,w h o h ad die d sudde nly ne arly a

Com m itte e and th e NationalCouncil

ye ar e arlie r.

ofCh urch e s,Rab b i He rtzw as one of

Te ach ing h as alw ays b e e n an im por-

24 Je w is h and Ch ristian le ade rs w h o

tantpartofRab b i He rtz's life .

trave le d to Israe land th e Arab state s to

"He w as ve ry involve d w ith th e

s tudy re fuge e prob le m s and e xplore

youth ofth e te m ple ," said Be th Eltre a-

pe ace alte rnative s . In 1995,h e w as

s ure r De nnis Frank. "He guide d pe ople

give n th e Dove Aw ard for h is inte rfaith

ofm y ge ne ration to th e rab b inate ."

w ork b y th e Ecum e nicalIns titute for Back to Top
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Rabbi Hertz taught at the Jesuit-

,GY KUJ �&J TKUVKCP�5VWFKGU�KP�5QWVJ ÕGNF�

CÞ NKCVGF�7PKXGTUKV[�QH�' GVTQKV�/ GTE[

Rabbi Hertz was past vice president

of the Jewish Community Council of

Metropolitan Detroit, past president of

the Wranglers Ministerial Association

and a long-time member of the

Economic Club of Detroit.

Rabbi Hertz and his wife were hon-

ored by the Histadrut Campaign of

Detroit, which established the Richard

and Renda Hertz Youth Center in

Safad, Israel. The center was dedicated

in 1995.

Rabbi Hertz's brother, Fred Hertz,

was a quadriplegic as a result of polio

but still became a federal judge in

Chicago. Following his stroke, the

rabbi drew inspiration from his broth-

er's physical achievements, said Rena

Hertz. He wanted the congregation to

know that though handicapped, he

could still have a life.

"He never complained," she said.

Rabbi Syme said the congregation

"rallied to his support in an outpouring

of caring unprecedented in my experi-

ence. Hundreds of you whose lives

Dick had touched now surrounded

him and Renda with love."

Mrs. Hertz said her husband's last

appearance before his congregation was

at Yom Kippur, blessing the congrega-

tion.

Rabbi Syme recalled, "On this pul-

pit, in his wheelchair and summoning

every bit of his strength, he whispered,

`May the Lord bless you and keep you.'

It was one of the single greatest acts of

courage I had ever witnessed."

In an article he wrote for the temple

bulletin during his illness, Rabbi Hertz

wrote that he was overwhelmed by the

support he received from the temple Back to Top
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membership: "I now know that I've

had a blessed ministry as your rabbi."

Rabbi Hertz is also survived by his

daughters, Nadine Urben of West

%NQQOÕGNF��4WVJ �,Q[CWZ�CPF�ÕCPE(

Sam Canon; son and daughter-in-law

Bradford and Stefanie Ebner of

California; grandchildren Randy and

Melanee Wertheimer, Jordan

Wertheimer, Daniel Joyaux, Brooke

Ebner, Alexa Ebner and Grant Ebner.

He was the brother of the late Judge

Frederick Hertz.

Interment at Beth El Memorial

Park. Contributions may be made to

the Rabbi Richard C. and Renda Hertz

Gift of Life Fund, Temple Beth El,

�����6GNGI TCRJ �4QCF��%NQQOÕGNF

Hills, MI 48301.

© 2020 Regents of the University of Michigan (http://www.regents.umich.edu)

Back to Top




