WILL SEND ACTORS TO FRANCE
NOTABLES SUPPORT THE PLAN

Organization is Perfected to Furnish Entertain-
menton a Generous Scale for American Sam-
mies Under Pershing; Agencies Interested.

HE United States is the only natian Involved in the European confiict
T' which has tried in a large way to keep its fighting men contented and
happy In their leisare moments. This desire to supply our Sammles
with wholesome amusement as well as with food supplies and munitions
of war has progressed to the point where one organization, America’s
e _Over There Theater league, i3 spending thousands of dollars and thousands
. of hours in the effort to provide entertainment for our men in France.

Recently 2 mass meeting was held in the Palace theater, New York,

3 under the league’s auspices, for the purpose of presenting the objects of
league to the public in general. Among the speakers were Sergt. Guy
A Empy, author of “Over the Top,” and Mrs. August Belmont, a leader of

New. York society, who, 2s Eleanor Robson, was widely known several
years ago to American theatergoers. We have as yet received no word
from the east regarding what action may have been taken by the leagus
at this meeting, but the fact that a special committee consisting of E. F,
Albee, head of the United Booking offices; George M. Cohan, E. H. Sath-
ern and Winthrop Ames, Is in charge of the league’s foreign work, leads us
to the bellef that genuine entertainment is scheduld for our boys in khak{
on ihe other side of the Athmtlc.. .
L
Move Has of General Pershing, .

+ -~ The league’s position is strengthened by a letter recelved a short time

i ago from General Pershing in which the American commander gave hig
bearty indorsement to any movement looking toward the entertainment of

his men. The present plan, as we understand it, Is to send to

*

- ‘OVER THERE THEATER LEAGUE |

Each of these has varlety and
would run smoothly. In Miss Mor-
terud's It would be necessary that the,
stage crew work rapaily to set “The
Clod” in time to prevent a stage walit,
but it can be done, and the program
qul‘gs best I received, without doubt.

&

France for periods of two and three months, with the league paying their

transportation and hotel The inel a varfety of

entertainment, from a “single” act to a six-people playlet,”” the special

o basing its jud; t ‘upon the' 1 ot the soldlers as

learned by members of the committea who hf.ve visited the battle fronts.
. . .

A great deal has been done for our men In training In American

. camps, but up to now there has been no regularly organized attempt to

furnish-entertainment for Unjted States soldiers fn France, who have been

Ieft largely to thelr own devices. The present plan, however, will bring

into acticn the big vaudeville booking agercies and practieally every branch

of thé American stage. How thoroughly America’s Over There Theater

0 league Is organized is shown by a glance at the followlng lst of members
of the league's general committees

E. F. Albee, head of the United Booking offices; George M. Cohan,

abbot of the Fralrs; Rachael Crothers, president of the Stage Women's

War' reliet; Walter D. of the club;  Capt.

Charles B. Dillingham, U. S. A.; Jobn Drew, president of The Players;

Danfel Frohman, president of the actors’ fund; Joseph R. Grismer, shep-

herd of The Lambs; Marc Klaw of Klaw & Erlanger; Willard Mack,

President of the National Vaudeville Artists; Augustus Thomas, president

of the A Di and C ; Francls Wilson; president of

the Actors' Equity association, and Lee Shubert of the big producing firm

(ot that neme,

L - . *

Isabelle Lowe, so delightful in “Good Graclous Arnabelle,” seen at
the Lycenm in February, is to have her chance on Broadway after troup-
ing around the country for several 'years. She has been engaged for “The
Passing Show of 1918,” at the Winter Garden.

. . .

. Had Edwin Booth not been a great actor, he might have made his
mark in fiction. His letters, in which he speaks of the death of his wife,
are as beautiful as, if not more beautiful than, any letter penned by

H €ats, £ays an article by David Belasco in the Current Century. His de-
scription of & presentiment of his.wife’s death might have been written by
oe. ‘He wrote:

I was in"New York in bed; it was about 2 {n the morning. I was
awake; I felt a strange puft of air strike my right cheek twice; it
startled me so0 that I was thoroughly aroused. I turned in bed, when
I felt the sama on the left cheek—two pulfs of wind, ghost kisses.
1 lak awake, wondering what it could mean, when I distinctly heard

.« these words: *‘Come to me, darling. I am almost frozen,” as plainly
a8 I hear this pen scratching over the paper. .

He reached hl;me to tind his wife cold in death in her coffin, and the
rest Is the beautiful letter of a lover who feels that he can never love life
2gain because he has lost 211, He lonzed to tnd his career, to join her, “I
Am in such haste to reach thbat beginning, or that end of all,” he writes,
“that I am breathless with my own Impatience’ ,

‘Let me close wiht Edwin Booth’s advice to young players: *“A fre-
Quent change of role, and of the lghter sort, especially such as one does
ot like, forcing one's self to use the very utmost of one’s abllity in-the per-
formanea of, is the tralning requisite for-a mastery of the actor’s art.”” “I
had” ho sald, “seven years’ apprenticeship at it, during which most of
Wy labor was in the fleld of comedy, walking gentlemen, burlesque, and
1o% ‘comedy parts, the while my soul was yearning, for Bigh tragedy. I
41 my pest with alt that I was cast for, however, and the unpleasant ex-
Perlence did me a world of good.” This advice to pluyers, even more use-
10 than Shakespeare’s to the actors of today, should be framed and

Q}f&newl to the dressing room walls of every theater {n America.

b

‘was decidedly suc-
cesstul, hoth in respect of the nume
ber of persons who competed and in
the excellent selection of bills, A
vast number, of course, Included ex-
ceptlonally good attractions in their
programs, but falled in arrangement
of acts and thus were barred from
final consideration. A salient fea-
ture of the_ bills, for the most part,
was the Incluslon of high grade of-
ferings as agalnst the trashy sort.
However, many stars failed to keip
pace with so-called *“unknowns* .

ve Indicated, many persons
simply selected the names of nins
stars or stellar acts and failed to re-
member that it would be impossible
to play them all on one bill. I re
call a selection which Ineluded eight
full-stage acts out of the nine to be
selected. Many bills suggested six
ofterings of this sort, and suggested
thres or more of the same type, thus
conflicting with the “varlety” de.
manded.

8-

contestants instead upen
making the Travel Weekly and the
orchestra “acts” of their bills, and a
number of persons stipulated the pro-
gram of motion pictures and musical
numbers to be included. In a unique
selectfon I noticed a four-minute man
as one *“act” of the nine—a tribute to
ratriotic exuberance, no doubt.

Perhaps you will be Interested to
know the acts and rs whick were
most popular, and I have had pre-
pared a statement, showing the num-
ber of “votes” given the favored ones.
“Submarfne F-7" recelved the most
attentlon, being included in no less
than 62 bills, while Leo Beers—the
accomplished planist——came next with

. ontgomery and Perry were
third, being included on 41 programs,
and ~ “For DPity's Sake”
Withers' funny sketch, was fourth
with 39 votes.

It 1s a matter of regret that to
every one who entered thg competi-

on and award cannot be presented.
To the following persons, howaver,
the writer extends hlis thanks and ap-
preciation for the Interest they
showed by sending him their selece
tions of the *‘best bills:™

F., V, Lavello, 1513 London Road:
Frances Hessey, (04 Second avenue
East; Wilbert Brommund, 9 .East

Fourth street; Miss Mildred Kohagen, | Lak

821 Ninth avenue East; Cecilia M.
Oppel, 1308 East Fourth street; C. H.
A, 213 Lake avenus North; F. L.
Clare, 2121 Ogden avenue, Superlor,

s.; E. L Peterson, 2125 est
Tenth street; Ralph McIntosh, 1615

Cummings avenus, Superlor, Wis, and

928 Lake avenue South; Marlon Jef-
| fery, 2344 Woodland avenue: Ralph
; W. Cronin, 308 Seliwood bullding: C.
E. Van Bergen, jr, and M. Gltson, 221
Lake avenus North.

rs, Chas. Kuchnon, 610 Eigh-
teenth avenue East; Miss L, M. Nor-
ton, 1502 Alworth building; 3fiss
Beryl McLennan, 1509 London road;
Miss Bessle Widdes, 916 East Fifth
street; Frank Pond, 4220 McCulloch
street: Morris Popkin, 214
avenue East; Elmer C. Edwards, clo
Northern Electric company; Mrs. A.
W. Uhner, 10211 Minnesota avenue;
Miss Mildred Bellinger, 4628 McCul-
lough street: Harry Benter, 413 South
Nineteenth: avenue East; Mrs. W. G.
Amundson, 2711 East Eighth sthreet
and O. L. Davis, 429 East Second
street. « fE L.

Dorothy..Rawe, 1631 East' Fifth
| street: Leonard Murry, 420 Woodland
| avenue; Jack Krayer, Winton, Minn.;
! C. Carson, 1828 Jefferson street;
| Marjole Bernnan,” 707 West First
!street; Mrs. Thos. Devaney, 214
i North Twenty-elghth avenue West:
Harey hitney, 6 apartment D,
Chester Terrace; Ben Slonin, 1118
East Sixth street; M. P. Eban, clo
Geo. A. Gray company and irs. B.
A. Hernandz, 1529 Tower avenue,
Superior, Wis.

Leslie C. Goodhaud, 3912 North
Third street; K, N. Gosslin, 560%
Grand avenue, West Duluth; Col. Wm.
‘Winters, 474 Mesaba avenue; Lew-
ellyn Totman, 321 Kenilworth ave-
nue; Ursula Malden, 121 South Sixty-
second avente West; T. Quigley, 2

Mrs. J. K. Ronly, 211 2 ?  street.

Mrs. M, P. Hilber, 523 East Third
Street: Geo. A. Stubeer, 108 Eas
Second street; Miss Olga Randall, 624
Fitth avenue West; Mrs. G. A. Miller,
824 Fifth avenue West; Anna Walsh,
119 Mesaba avenue: Wm. Finklesteln,
801 East Third street; Melvin De Bo
629 No. Fifty-Sixth avenue Wes
Osear Sleverson, 2316 Wyoming ave-
nue, Superior, Wis.; Miss Mildrea
Fee, 5809 Tacony street and Clarice
Hansen, 2316 Wyoming avenue, Supe-~
rior, Wis.

Clare Hendricks, 4323 East Supe-{mpirg

rlor street; Bernard Clare. 2121 Og-
den avenue, Superior, Wie.; Wm. Fin-
kelsteln, 801 East Third street: Vine
cent Sabin, 4318 Glibert street; Miss
‘Tess Rush, 145 Anoka street West;
Miss I, Smith, Smith's’ lunch room:
Anita Lundberg, 325 West Fourth
street; Clarence Thatcher' 812 East
‘Third street; Miss Lucille Taylor, 725
e avenue-South and Chas, D, Pat-
tison, Oak HIIL -

‘Walter Gangon, 428 First avenue
East; R. B. McDonald, 4 unges
Terrace; Mary P. Bruce. 3165 2
avenue Easi: H. A. Barnstorf, 703
West Fourth street; J. K. Roney, 211

Edison : Arthur Borak, Two
Harbors, Minn; H. Knutson, 123 West
Third street; Margaret Powers, 1529
Tower avenue, Superior, Wis. and
Genevieve Powers, 1529 Tower ave-
nue, Superifor, Wis.

Mrs. J, E. Boltman, 5105 West
Sixth street; BMrs. E. Ouse, 109 West
Third street; Clarence Lytle, 1107
East Fifth street: mith,
Orpheum hotel: Ruth Groschell, 1735
Wallace avenue: Alvin Wellberg. 219
North Twenty-seventh avenue 'West;
W. W. McGenty, 1816 John avenue,
Superior, Wis.; o Finn, 20
Second street; 8. Loroas, 2835 West
street; Esther Anderson. 123
East Fourth street and Gedua B.
Riley, 316 Fast Second street.

Emory N. Dills, 1524 East Superfor
street: Lawrence Soderblom, Orpheum
theater; Harold D. Ware, 321 Kenil-
wvarth avenue; Elmer M, Byrnes, 280
West Superior street; Fred B. Alben<
verg, 128 Eighth avenue East; Anna
M. Maloney, 321 Fast Sixth street;
Al Wellberg, 219 North -Twenty.
seventh avenue West; M. Kink, Finch-
Van 8lyck company; Laura Franken-
field, 307 East Third street; 3Mrs. J. T.
Brahms, 721 East Sixth street; Ruth
Lunt, Rust-Parker-Martin company
and Clara May Smith, Orpheum the-

‘West Second street; Melvin W, Caoley,

ater,



