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) B Died
Bernard Silberstein s

B. Silberstein, Oldest Dry Goods

Merchant in Duluth, Succumbs

The body of Bernard Silberstein,
Duluth's first general store mer-
chant, who died early yesterday
morning, will lie in state at the
Masonic temple from 12 noon until
2 p. m. tomorrow.

Funeral services will be held at
2 o'clock on that day from the teme
ple. The rites will be conducted by
Rabbl Alvin S. Luchs, of Temple
Emanuel, in conjunction with the
ritual of the Masonic order. Mr, Sil-
berstein died at 5:30 a. m. at his
home. 21 North Twenty- ave-
nue East. He was 74 years of age.

Trolonged 1liness

Death followed a prolonged period
of infirmities, due to age, and was
expected momentarily for the last
month. Mr. Silberstein spent more
than hale a century in business lo-
cally. 3ils record, business associates

rm, stands out its _unusual
success and enterprise as that of a
cltizen and business ma;

Coming to Duluth in 18570, he began
hia business career in the small lake
village by selling goods from house
to house. And now with his death,
ho leaves one of the largest mer-
cantile establishment - Inthe mnorth-
west. Mis life story reads like a ro-
mance.

ears ago Mr. Silberstein
celebrated his golden wedding anni-
versary shortly after moving into his
newly-erected home at Twenty-first
venue East, having been surrounded
at that time by all the members of
his family, tneluding several grand-

store observed the golden anniversary

its organization and Mr. Silber-
stein was the reciplent at that time
of hundreds of letters and telegrams
of congratulation from all over the
country. And within the same year
Covenant _lodge, Independent Order,
of T'nat B'rith, entertained at a go
den Jubi and_ ball in
honor of Mr. Silberstein's halt cen-
tury membership in the order.
occasion was the most brilliant ever
started by the Jews of Duluth, Supe-
rlor and northern Minnesota and in a
small measure, indicated the esteem
with which he was held by the peo-
ple of his faith every whe:

Athough T4 vears of age, Mr. Sil-
berstein had been exeeptionally act-
ive for 2 man of his age. Up Lo a fe

months ago he was at his desk in the
%Ilhers!ein & Bondy store dally and
busily ensaged with the various busl-
ness dutles that fell to his attention.
He attended lodge meetings and was
often present at public functions. In
earlier days he was one of the most
active men in Duluth, participating
in almost every event of Importance
e served on the park

years, from 1915 to 1919, was 2 mem-

the same time In April, 1915, while
the partnership Letween the latter'
uncle and Mr. Silberstein was started
eight years before the present com.
missioner of public works was born.
Back in those days of '70. Duluth
was a small village and the old sit-

berstein-Farrell- store sold every
thing imaginable. Shortly after this
berstein-F: :u'rell store sold  every
voung terchan anxinus to ex-

pand and a \lr. Whitcher joined the
N T e

s trio
the ftirst big ‘“‘general store” in
this <ectlan of the country.

a few years this partnership
was braken up, hecause of dr. Sil
bersteln's desire to “spread out” and
get into a larger business. As a re-
sult he formed the I. Siiberstein
company, and in 1351 Le organized
the Silberstein &

but the firm name has been retalned.

M. Silberstein was onthe park
board for nearly twenty yeirs and to
nim, it is claimed, is largely due the
credit for -Duluth’s splendid park and
boulevard system. ith great fore-
sight and optimistic as to the future
of Duluth he often advanced the
money to the city for the purchase

park property. It was the cash
that brought thg hest deats and in
ty had very
to do any
hlgh financing. Dut he took a chance
and advanced the money that Duluth
might have a park system to
proud of.
Frominent Jason.

Mr, Silberstemn wa nirty-thira
degree Mason and one of the lcading
men, of this fraternity in the north-
west. In the earlier days he took an
active part in lodee work was

several lodges. His ass public ap-
nearance was last spring at a weekly
dinner of the Scotiish Rite, when
he participated in the installation of
officers in the Lodge of Perfection.
Although 67 years of age at the
time of election as city commissioner,
Mr. Silbersteln was one of the most
active men in office and took a prom-
inent part in helping estavlish the
for

then but um enrs Fore " To was
given the post of commissioner of
public nlu‘y. holding this office un-
tit the election in 1819, when he re-
fused to run for another term. Ile
iiso served as president of the com-
mlssion and o acted as mayor in
the absence nf Sasor Trince.
wned City 1lall Site.
1t 1s Interesting to note at this
time that Mr. Silberstein bought the
present city hall site at Second ave-
nue East and Superior street for the
dl . closing the deal for about §1,800.

eviously the city had been dolng
us business h. an old building and
ha

ber of the city
Fails In Jealth,

About threa months ago Mt Sil-
berstein began to -fail in health and
a vislt to the Mayo hospital at
Ttochester, where he was given per-
sonal examination by Dr. Willam
Mayo, falled fo help his condition.
Decause of his advanced age, an
an

proving his health again bezan 1o
been confined to his

family at the bedside.

Besldes hiz widow Mr. Silbersteln
survl\cll by ome son, Edward
teln, who 1s assoclated with
the Silherateln & Bondy store and
three daughters. Mrs. J. M. Gidding
of New York, Mra Leonard Traub-
man of Duluth and Miss Elste Sil-
berstein of Duluth.

Ternard _Slibersieln was born 2t
Budapest. Hungary, on March 1845,
After finlshing grade school and
high school, at Vienna he came to
America when 18 years of age. Fol-
lowing a short sta: Detroit, he
came to Duluth to look

afound” as he  often  expressed it
but deciding to remain and make this
city his fufure home.

»
E.a

s nised.

Mr. Sllberstein was 22 years of age
when he reached Duluth and started
his dusiness career here by selling
goods from house to house. A few
months of this was followed by the
organization of Duluth’s first dry
goods store by 3Mr, Silbersteln and
Willlam Farrell,_an uncle of Com-
It s inter-

members of the clty eommission at

Deen statted when Mr. Silbersteln of-
fered to megotiate for the purchase
of a




