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ZAST OF ST.CROIX AVE.
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The Unsightly St. Croix Avenue District Could Look Like This in t
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Years to Come if the People of Duluth Say So.

HAT Duluth neceds more park acreage
and more accessible playgrounds and
breathing spots for the people at a
convenient walking distance from the
centers of trade and business activity,
cannot be gainsaid. Since this is now
irue, how much more will it be true
ten and twenty years hence, when Du-
Ih has taken its place as a transportation, conmi-
Gercial and residence city among those that are
™arded as the citics of the first-class? A speaker
¥o is an a2uthority on civic improvement at a re-
It meeting in Dulnth advocated the consideration
Yt only of present needs but the necds of future
®verations in public buildings and parks. He stat-
td thig ag being not only the privilege but the duty
o those who are living and taking part in the af-

s of today.
A troject for a lake front park and driveway for
Uth has been siven form, and the plan has been
4 Qorsed and approved by so many to whom it has
*0 Sibmitted 1hat it is here outlined for the con-
"‘lemllnn of all the people. 1t is proposed to have
® dlty acquire the property on the lake front {from
e ‘I'hl]uth ship canal 1o the unimproved city park
; & Ninty avenue cast. This would be partly prop-
AT sibmerged ang partly dry land between St
. Tl avenye and the lake and between the Duluth
Ion Range road and the Jake. The plan would
* 19 have {he government fix a harbor line where
e :": does not now exist, to construct a concrete sea
) . :gdmﬂl'k the.ouler Himits :'jlf the park and drive-
2 where 1 by a filling-in processlto make solid ground
B te b O?V th?rc s water, then to go ahead with
ew:‘mﬁcanon of the grounds with walks and
¥, with trees and shrubbery, fountains and

f
H‘" beds and aj things that go to make up an
Eal publie park,
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{ this lake front property for park
a . Morcover, it is the only place
ot tyhom? can think of near the downtown por-
Mg ‘;Clly that is available. It has been pointed
s ang 3ppy coincidence that the only available

b site for such an improvement is the most
e ¢ that coulg possibly be obtained. The plans

ie:f‘*d provide for a qriveway through the

ich would connect at Ninth avenue east
h P’:‘i;;n road, leading out to Lakeside and
oo eax;g al}d connecting by means of Fifteenth

2o With the boulevard. ®What is now St
g, Ue would still be the street and driveway
i, :hnew conditions. It would be then lo Du-
o o SAWE Telalioh as Mlchigan avenue in
Lo that city and Chicago's lake front

S

park. Lake avenue and the west side of St. Croix
avenue Rvm undoubtedly be built up with big whole-
sale and jobbing houses. The existence of abeautl.
ful park across the street would have a .tendency
toward inducing the owmners of buildings on St.
Croix avenue to make their buildings attractive to
conform with the geperal plan. The Duluth aerial
bridge, which will never cease to be an object of
wonderment and admiration fo residents of the city
as well as visitors, being at the end of the driveway,
would be an attractive feature. No less so would
be the feature of obtaining easy and pleasant ac-
cess to a splendid point of view of the wonderful
Duluth ship canal, with its constant procession of
majestic ships durlng the navigation season.
Chicago has made a beautiful lake front park out
ot what was a waste of water, The renowned River.

ride drive of New York is in effect a similar proj-
ect. The plan §s not visionary. In fact, it is in-
tensely practical, so far as it applies to lake front
improvement in Duluth. The harbor line, beyond
which the government assumes control, was,fixed
at 300 fcet from the east gide of St. Croix avenue
about a year ago on petition™of the property owners
there. Where no harbor line has been established
the government assumes control to the shore line.
No harbor line has been established up the lake
shore eastward from St. Croix avenue,

The lake front property east from St. Croix ave-
nue Is owned by the Northern Pacific railroad and
leased to the Iron Range road. Reaching clear
around from the canal pier to what would be Ninth
avenue east extended into the lake, the harbor line
for the building of the sea wall could be fixed at any

2

distance desired from the present shore line. 'If the
city owned the shore frontage clear around from
the government pler to Ninth avenue east, it would

not be out of the question to have the harbor line *

made a direct line, the shoytesi distance across
which would be about 5,000 feet. The plan as out-
lined in the illustration, having the harbor line fol-
lowing the present shore line from 300 to 500 feet
distant, would give a sea wall nearly 6,000 fcet or
over a mlle long. The establishment of a harbor
line where desired by the property owners is ob-
tained by a petition to the war department through
the engineer In charge at the local station.

The depth of water on the lake side of St. Croix
avenue, 300 feet from the east line of the street, is
about seven feet. The depth of water up the east
shore at Ninth avenue east is some greater, running

" road desires the whole of the property on the lake

to over 20 feet at 300 feet out from the shore line.
As an engineering feat, the construction of the park
and driveway would not be difficult. It is contend-
ed that there is plenty of material for filling in
purposes obtainable about the cliy in excavations
for cellars and basements, in street sweepings and
rceks and dumpage of various kinds. It was by
this means that the Chicago lake front park was
raised above the level of the lake. It might take
several years to do it, but all big public improve-
ments necessarily take time for their ultimate com-
pletion, and the important thing is the setting in mo-
tion of the machinery ‘or, as it is in this case, creat.
ing the agitation which will lead up to action to ae
quire the needed lake frontage. )
"It has been said that the Duluth & Iron Range

slde of St. Croix avenue for freight and passenger
depots, depot shed and yard purposes, but thia has
been denled by officials of the company. But Miane-
sota Point property north of the canal is coming
into favor for locatlons for the growing commercial
houses of Duluth, and the best informed make the
predictionh that it will be all occupied with substan.
tial buildings or obtained by some railroad if the
city does not go ahsad and acquire what, it is
agreed, Is meeded for lake front park purposes.

Big enterprises are more quickly completed to-
day than they were in a time when men who are % -
now in middle life can remember. Even though it
takes many years to give Duluth a completed lake
front park and driveway, the fact that the city has
under way such & commendable public enterprise
would ‘give the city wonderful prestige, and the
project would be talked about and would carry the
name and fame of Duluth’to all parts’'of the United
States and to foreign countries,

In connection with the suggestion for the crea-
tion of' a lake front park for Duluth, it has been
suggested that no other place could be found - which
would be ‘more appropriate for fthe locatioa of the
statue of Graysolon du Lhut, whick it is proposed
to obtain for Duluth, than at a point overlooking
the lake, from the waters of which the discoverer
and his voyageurs first sighted the shores on which
the' city bearing his name now stands.

The chief-advocate of the lake front park idea in
its application to Duluth iz G, W, Preston, advertis.
Ing manager of the News Tribune. He has created
sentiment In ‘faver of, the plan quietly, and now
tbtere are many who advocate that an organizeq ef-
fort be made to bring about, tangible results along .
the lineg' suggested in the lilustration and in the.
deseription. S e T
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