NEW SYNAGOGUE
FOR THE JEWS

CORNERSTOMNE OF EDIFICE FoORU
CHEVRA KADISHA AND AD\S
ISNAEL CONGREGATION LAID

-

CEREMONY WAS IMPRESSIVE

MAYOR HUGO, RV, S5, P. LONG AND
OTHERS DELIVER ADDRESSES,

Vast Throng fn Attendance—=Struc-
ture Will be Conmipleted by
) May 1 Next.

‘The ceremony incident. to the laylng
of the cornerstone of the new Jewish
synagogue at Third avenue East and
Third street by the Chevra Kadisha
and Adas lsrael congregation, was at-
tended by a vast concourse of people
yesterday afternoon.

The celebration was very Iimposing
and Included many splend!d addresses.
Mrs. Amelia Cook and her great grand-
son Ned Abrahamson put the stone
containing documents in place angd dur-
ing the spreading of the mortar Rabbi
Soanofsky gave a prayer in the Hebrew
tongue. M. Zalk was In charge of the
ceremony.

Mayor T, W. Hugo gave the first ad-
dress and spoke as follows:

*“Ordinarlly the laylng of the corner-
stone of a place of worship would cause
merely & flutter of excitement amongst
the congregation directly Interested,
and an {tem in the local column of the
newspapers, but on this occasion we
rseem to have In hand something that
in addition to these marks of interest
attracts those not identified with this
particular Institution, and especially
those connected with the other churches
of the city.

“I noticed In one of the newspapers
that the mayor was to be heard on
this occaslon, and the pastors of the
other churches were expected to be
present, so I suppose I am here as
pastor of the sinners of the church
municipal, while my brother clerics re-
present the saints of the other churches.
But we are all interested in this bulld-
ing deelgned as It is for the use of
the Jewish congregation In which to
worship the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, built as it will be by those of
whose contributions, as a rule. it may
be gald that every dollar represents one
hundred sacrifices; supervised by a
committee of the congregation who un-
selfishly and freely zive of their time
and brains in the interest of the whole:
in which will preside the successors of
tho=e who walked with Moses, received
instructions from Aaron and Levi. and
saw the passing of Eevpt. Babylon.
Assyria, whose walls will resound with
the songs of Miriam agd David, whose
rafters wlll reverbera with the de-
nunciations of the prophets of old
agalnst vice and irreliglon which have
thundered down the ages {n the hear-
Ing of nations whose remains are cov-
ered by the sands of centuries: where-
in will be celebrated the feasts of joy
and sorrow, of exultation and debase-
ment and in which the exile from his
native land, the persecuted. the down-
trodden, the homeless wanderer may
find a_haven of peace and rest, and
beneath the liberty giving folds of the
Stars and Stripes worship his God In
the manner he elects, so long as he does
not interfere with the rights of others,
and be no more the man without a
country, or a permanent place of
abode.

*““What a theme for the orator In the
rellzion which will be taught here!

“Whlle T do not believe the mono-
thelstic idez originated with the Jews.
along no other line of ascent has it
been preserved so nearly In its orlgi-
nal purity and grandeur, in every other
ancient rellgion has it been observed by
superstitious mystery, or debased by
idolatry. As pure as when It became
the faith of our Aryan ancestors before
the great emigration, it passed through
India, by way of Chaldea to Abraham
and 1t was woven by him into the re-
liglon of the Patriarchs. After the
Egyptian slaverv this religlon was na-
tionalized by Moses. With triumphal
march through the centuries, unaffect-
ed by the rlorles or idolatry of Sglo-
‘mon, or the reverses and miserics of
war it became spiritualized. In a mens-
ure, during the Babylonish captivity;
miraculously preserved throuzh the
dark perlod temporarily iilumined by
the glory of the Maccabees, it became
humanized 1900 vears aco and has been
the bearon light to guide tho<e na-
tiona which stand for progress and
elvilization.

*What shall I say to express our con-
nectlon and aporeclation of the enter-
prize of the ‘peculiar’ people who with
marked energy have determined to
erect & beautiful house of worship in
this busy, bustling clty in the north-
east section of the great common-
wealth of Minnesota? All praise be
to them! Coming here as strangers
and for the most part of foreign birth,
casting their lots with us, assured of
protection, relieved from persecution,
Ceririous of becoming a part of the
Amerfcan people, we may expect that
they will be lovers of the country of
thelr adoption, loyal to its Institutions,
supporters of Its educational system,
imbued with a patriotic zeal, and as the
rezsons for their exclusiveness disap-

R Eear in thils land of liherty. they must
n ecome a part of our {nstitutions and

.| betore the forefathers of earth’s great-

be absorbed In the great American
type of citizen.

‘““Then the wanderer shall become a
householder, and the nationless be a
part of a great natlon, the harps that in
captlivity and distress are hung on the
willow trees wlill be taken down and
retuned and the Benl-Israel, the sons
and daughters of Zion, rejolce and ove
glad in this new Halkal Kadoshik.”

Porter J. Neff gave a few pleasing
remarks. He sald in part:

It is easy to see by your faces to-
day that you are very happy. You
have good reason to be. I congratulate
you. We, who nave been mvited to
Join with you in these ceremonies. are
a&lso happv. Happy because you uie
happy, and happy also for another
reason.  We know that {t i{s human
nature for people in the times of deep
sorrow and great joy to want around
them only their friends and because
you. in this vour hour of greatest re-
folelng have been pleased to ask us
to be with you, we take it that we may
be assured that you consider us your
friends and _this is a _source of happi-
ness to us. I take it that any man may
feel honored and fattered by your
friendship. You came of a noble aud
ancient lineage. Your forefathers be-
fore you were bullding temples to the
true God and chiselling on tablets of
stone his messages to mankind long

est kings, clad in_ the skins of wild
beasts had emerged, from the dim sha-
dows of the forest primeval. Your his-
tory has been the miracle of the cen-
turies. The earliest memories of my
chlldhood dwell upon the story of your
forefathers—how they crossed the Red
=ea, how they wandered for 40 years in
the wilderness. how they came at last
to the promised land, and how at
lenzth, when they were established 1n
thelr new home. they bullded their tem-
vle to Jehovah and covered it and em-
bellished {t with their offerings of gold
and silver and preclous stones.

“And here you are at last past all
the dangers and suffering at home in
this new land of greater promise flow-
ing with milk and honey—here where
you and your children may live in
peace and happlness with prosperily
and plenty.

*“*And, so friends you lay this block
of stone on this beautiful Thanksgiv-
ing day in a peaceful and prosperous
lapd for the holy purpose of worshhn.
I can see this minute In mv mind's
eye the beautiful edifice which will
soon rise over this spot. You will have
no Ark of the Covenant to place with-
in its Holy of Holles as your fathers
did of old. but my friends, if you will
you can place therein something which
in the eyes of God is even more holy
and more worthy. You can fill your
new temple with a spirit of unselfish
love. love foreone another, love for
your faith, love for your God. Such a
spirit will protect your temple and pre-
serve it from the ravages of tlme and
the assaults of foes more effectually
and more surely than the Archangel
and the flaming sword. Let this syn-
agogue stand as & symbol of giving, |
not of recelving, of sacrifice, not of
aggrandizement. Bar {ts doors against
all strife and dlscord. It it be your
alm and constant effort to dwell In
concord, sacrificing your individual
wishes and opinions that peace may
relgn and that your faith and jyour
people may prosper.’”

Former Mayor Henry Truelsen also
spoke briefly. IHe referred to the Jew-
i<h race as a splendid class of people,
complimented them upon the manner in
which they had overcome persecution,
trials and tribulatfons threughout so
many centuries and congratulated the
local congregation upon the new edi-
fice now in course of erection.

Rev. 8. P. Long was the last speaker.
He said:

“Among the manv things on which
We can all agree today is the recogni-
tion of the fact shat all nations are
under obligations to the Jewlsh people
and their religion. Xtanling here we
find the shadows are very long and re-
allze that it is only tall men and things
that can cast such shadows ang learn
that there must have been very great
men and a wmarvelous religion to be
influential for forty centures.

Ve are reminded today of other ages,
other events of the early dawn of his-
tory, of civilization and of religlen,
for the Jews are the most anciently
cultivated neople in the world, and
have borne the lighted torch of civill-
zation longer than any other.

“In the ares when idolatry was uni-
versal, and when there was existing the
small number, If any. who worshipped
God, came Abraham with his monothe-
ism. and as a beautiful Hower is some-
times found In the boz, amid decav and
death, or In the mouth of the crater, |

she accomplishes. but also by the kind
of men she produces and honors. Let
us compare the Jewish nation with the
nations who were her contemporaries
in the days of her strenzth. Egypt,
that land of mystery and anclent civ-
flization gives us no man who has
handed down to succeeding ages great
benefits. Babalonla, Assyria, gives to
the world Nebuchadnezzar and _ his
conguest, but it is only lately we have
felt sure that we had found the ruins

his capitol. and we would have
paid but passing attention to them if it
bhad not been that we hoped to learn
something more deflnitely of Jewish
history. Greece gives to the world
Herodltus, her historlan. Phidias. her
sculpter. Socrates and Plato. her phll-
osophers, Demosthenes, her orator,
Alexander. her soldler, Sophocles her
poet, Draco, Solon and Lycurgus as her
law givers, and with pride says to the
wodld. judge us_ by these. But the
Jewish natlon had no ambition to com-
pete In these lines, Ier attention was
to keep the fire of the pure religion
alwavs burning. for Iin that was the
hove of her nations. and with thls un-
derstandlng she asks the judgment of
the world on her Abraham. her Joseph,
her Samuel. David and Solomon, her
Elijah. Jeremiah and Isaiah. And
what of Moses. the colossal man. the
freatest man of antiquity, before whom
all other great men before the Christian
era became as children? If the He-
brew people had done nothing more
for the world than to xive us Moses,
it would have made the naticn im-
mortal.

“There is a special fitness in laying
this corner stone on _this _nation's
Thanksglving days for the first
Thanksglving in history was that of
the feast of the tabernacle of the
Jewish people. But her laying of this
corner stone on Thanksgiving day sug-
&Kests to us another great truth regard-
ing the Jewish nation. that they have |
in every case where thev have not been
oppressed and persecuted. been loval to
their adopted country. and even in
cases where thev have been persecuted
they have shown their lovalty to the
flag. They have shown their patriot-
Ism in this country in as many ways
as other loyal cltizens have done. In
every war and in almost every battile-
field from the struesle for independ-
ence to the larger kind of nolice war-
fare now ging on in the Philippines.
Four thousand Jews were in the army
during the war with Spain: while in
the political movements fer the aboli-
tion of slavery, the Jews took the lead-
ing part in creating public sentiment,
and in the great war which followed
that agitation. the Jews were conspicu-
ous fn the armv for the defense of the
flag, from the private to that of ma-
jor general.

“It was a Jew who made it possible
to complete the Bunker HIll monument.
Mr. Judah Touro. of New Orleans, on
learning that Mr. Amos Lawrence had
vledged himself to zive $10.000 for the
purpose of building the monument if
any person could be found to =ive a
like amount. immediately sent his
check for the reauired sum. At the
banquet given in Faneuil hall in 1843,
to celebrate the completed work, the
two benefactors were remembered in
the following toast, which contains
poor poetry, but an excellent senti-

ment.

2 ‘Amos and Judah. venerated names,

Patriarch and vprophet. press their
equal claims,

Like generous coursers running ‘neck
and neck,”

Each aids the other by giving it a

<he
Christian and Jew. they carry out one

vlan,
For though of different faiths, each is
in heart a man.”*

“I trust you will be able to build and
dedicate your synagogue without debt,
and that your service and teaching
may produce men that shall o on from
one revelation of truth to another un-
til the hichest possible conception of
truth may be vours.”

After the exercises at the building
were conciuded the congregation pro-
ceeded to the church rooms in the
Hayes block where there were services
with prayer.

The new church is expected to be
completed by May 1. The basement
which will be used for school rooms wilt
be ready by Dec. 15.

barren and giving no hope of life, so
was the hope of Abraham when he .
came as the father of the Jewish race ]
and relizion. God's blessing rested on
him, and the vromises made to him by ¢
the most high were the most wonder- |
ful that any man has ever known. e ,
was to._be the father of a great race, |
the founder of religlon. and all the
World was to be blessed in him. As the !
gulf stream flows out throveh the ocean
distinet from the waters of the Atlan-
tic, affecting favorable climatic condl- ;
tions, so throughithe dark azes of the
world’s history flowed this pure stream
of Monotheism, which was to bless all -
the nations of the earth.

“The debt that Christian civilization
owes to the Jewlish peonle for keevinm
the stream pure, as it Hlawed through
the swamp of idolatry. the marshes of
fetichism,. and the lowlands of ignor-
ance and superstition can never be
estimated. The strength of this re-
liglon 18 remarkable. It outlived the
wretched idolatery of the davs of the
patriarchs. the sensual relizion of
Egzypt. It saw Juplter driven from
Mount Olympus, Diana lauched out of
Ephesus and the religion of Rome fall
before a stronger and better rellzion,
and today in this creat Northwest, af a
contirent unknown to the anclents. four
thousand vears after Abraham. we lay
the corner stone of a synagogue in
keeping with the anclent decrees of this
early religlon.

“The world wilgalwavs judge a na-
tion, not only by her religion and what




